
   
 

 

 

 

Winterization Advocacy Note                                                      [September 2021] 

Whole of Syria Overview 

The SNFI sectors estimate that 4.5M people in Syria are in urgent need of winter assistance. This number represents 

an increase of 12 per cent from 20201 as protracted displacement, fluctuating currency, limited job opportunities, and 

COVID-19, have further exposed the most vulnerable. Access to NFIs is lifesaving, particularly during winter when 

vulnerable families have insufficient access to basic items such as heating fuel, blankets, and winter clothes to provide 

warmth and protect from the elements. According to latest assessments2, 90 per cent of families report diminished 

access to NFI’s with unaffordability being the main constraint. 

The SNFI sectors aim to target 3.6M individuals with winter support, based on the estimated capacity of partners to 

respond. The main targets for assistance are persons residing in camps, collective shelters, and informal settlements 

in addition to those in areas of high altitude and snowfall. To maximize reach, the sectors continue to encourage 

utilization of a variety of response mechanisms including cash support, vouchers, and in-kind distributions. To date, 

sector partners have secured only 47% of the funding required to meet this important target, leaving a critical funding 

gap of USD 95.7M pending.  

  

 
1  Whole of Syria Shelter/NFI sector winter assistance update (As of October 2020) 
2  2021 Humanitarian Needs Overview: Syrian Arab Republic (March 2021)  
3  Targeted individuals represent the partner’s capacity to respond and not the total number of people in need of winter support 
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Syria Hub  

USD 60.1M 

(47%) 

  

Target: 1.9M individuals – 127.3M USD  

Funding Secured: 60.1M USD     Gap:  67.2M USD 

Response: SNFI partners aim to contribute to urgent life-saving 

winterization interventions through activities including core NFI and 

winterization kit distribution, emergency tent distribution, tent 

repair.   

The Syria Hub SNFI sectors prioritize hard to reach and newly 

accessible areas, particularly those in high altitude and experiencing 

heavy snowfall.  

Approximately 1M individuals will not be reached with critical winter 

support if no additional funding is received. 
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Northeast Syria Target: 0.3M individuals – 13M USD  

Funding Secured: 6M USD     Gap:  7M USD 

Response: SNFI partners in NES aim to contribute to urgent life-
saving winterization interventions through targeting 282,000 
persons in camps, collectives centres and informal settlements. 
Winterization activities include fuel, stove, winter clothes and NFI 
kit distribution. Assistance will be provide through in kind, voucher, 
and cash modalities.  
 
To date, available winterisation funding is less than 50% of the 
budget secured for the previous winter (2020-21). Without 
additional funding, more than 130,000 children, women and men 
living in last resort sites will not receive winter assistance, while 
vulnerable host communities will not be assisted at all. 
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Turkey XB Hub  
Target: 1.4M individuals – 41.7M USD  

Funding Secured: 20.2M USD     Gap:  21.5M USD 

Response: Main winterization activities include stove, fuel and NFI 
kit distribution through gift in kind and cash assistance.  
 
Sixty three percent of IDPs living in sites of last resort lack access to 
fuel. 480,000 people have been targeted for fuel assistance, yet 
funding has been secured for 260,000 people only.  
 
Improving infrastructure is essential to mitigate the impacts of 
floods that occur regularly during winter.  
 
Approximately 0.5M indivisiduals will not be reached with winter 
support if no additional funding is secured. 

Funding secured 
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WoS SNFI Coordinator: Bobbie Baker (bakerb@unhcr.org) – WoS SNFI Support Officer: Mais Al Suradi (alsuradi@unhcr.org) 

Wos SNFI IM Officer: Samir Kheir (kheir@ unhcr.org)              For more information on winter, please visit the  SNFI Webpage 

 

https://www.sheltercluster.org/response/whole-syria

